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“To honor what was historically honored by native Hawaiians, I proposed an earth 
mound enclosure to protect the birthstones of royalty from the encroaching pine-
apples.” - Isamu Noguchi
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“Everything I do has an element of engineering in it,” Noguchi said, “-- particularly 
since I dislike gluing parts together or taking advantage of something that is not 
inherent in the material there is no adhesive of any kind -- only the stones holding 
themselves together.” - Isamu Noguchi
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“I depicted the life of Joan of Arc as a cathedral that fills her conscience entirely. To 
do this, I constructed a transparent edifice of brass tubing.” - Isamu Noguchi
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“The purpose of the Memorial Playground is to establish an area of familar relax-
ation and play rather than an area for any specific sport” - Isamu Noguchi
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“Lever House was the city’s first glass and steel office tower, boldly expressing a 
modern style that would define an era.”
-Bundshaft, SOM architects
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