By ED SHANAHAN

Louis Eppolito was practically
born into the Mafia.

His father was a Gambino fam-
ily soldier known as Fat the Gang-
ster. An uncle known as Jimmy
the Clam, a grandfather and a
cousin were made men, too. By
age 10, Louis was joining his fa-
ther on his bookmaking rounds.

A life in organized crime
seemed preordained, but Louis’s
interest faded after several rela-
tives were killed by rival gang-
sters. So after graduating from
high school, Louis went in a differ-
ent direction: He joined the New
York Police Department.

It was an unlikely career that
earned him many medals and
headlines. But Mr. Eppolito would
end up at the center of one of the
biggest scandals in department
history.

He and a fellow detective,
Stephen Caracappa, were con-
victed in 2006 of moonlighting as
mob assassins, involved in eight
gangland slayings while on the
payroll of Anthony Casso, a
Luchese crime family underboss
known as Gaspipe.

Mr. Eppolito, 71, died on Nov. 3
at a hospital in Tucson, Ariz., his
wife, Frances Ann Eppolito, con-
firmed this week, without provid-
ing a cause, He had been serving a
life sentence at the high-security
United States  penitentiary
nearby.

After their arrest, Mr. Eppolito
and Mr. Caracappa, who died at a
medical detention facility in 2017
at 75, became widely known as the
“Mafia Cops.” The nickname came
easily: Mr. Eppolito had already
written a memoir, “Mafia Cop:
The Story of an Honest Cop
Whose Family Was the Mob”
(1992), in which he recounted his
mob pedigree.

Louis John Eppolito was born
on July 22, 1948, in Brooklyn and
grew up in East Flatbush, accord-
ing to the memoir His father,

‘THE BTORY OF
HNHONEST COR
WHOSE FRMILY
WAS THE MOB
ey

LOU EPPOLITD N3
LHEDRL S _ e

Louis Eppolito wrote a mem-

ir, “Mafia Cop: The Story of
an Honest Cop Whose Family
‘Was the Mob” (1992).

Ralph, was a professional crimi-
nal. His mother, Theresa, was a
registered nurse.

Mr. Eppolito knew by the time
he was 12 that his father killed
people for pay, he acknowledged
on Sally Jessy Raphael's talk show
in 1992 while promoting his book.
But he did not know details. The
following exchange, he said, was
typical.

“If I said to him, “What hap-
pened to this guy?’ He’d say ‘He
had to go.'”

“Go where, Dad? Where did he
g0? To St. Louis?”

“No. He's gone.”

According to “Mafia Cop,”
Ralph Eppolito beat his son often,
but also instilled in him a lifelong
respect for “honor and loyalty.”

Louis Eppolito attended Eras-
mus Hall High School in Brooklyn,
where he played several sports
and graduated in 1966. He got into
bodybuilding, and was crowned
Mr. New York City in 1967.

Mr. Eppolito’s father died be-
fore his son entered the Police
Academy. It was good timing.
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Louis Eppolito, Police Officer Found
To Be Hit Man for the Mob, Dies at 71

“He hated cops with a passion,”
Mr. Eppolito told Ms. Raphael.

But Louis Eppolito saw similar-
ities between police officers and
gangsters: Both lived by a strict
code. And both, he believed, could
deliver justice as they saw fit.

Mr. Eppolito joined the police
force in 1969, the same year as Mr.
Caracappa. They rose through the
ranks and first worked together a
decade later.

Mr. Eppolito came under suspi-
cion in April 1984 when the au-
thorities raided the New Jersey
home of Rosario Gambino, a mob-
ster and heroin trafficker.

There, investigators found cop-
ies of dozens of confidential intelli-
gence reports on organized crime
figures, according to court
records. The copies had been
made at the precinct where Mr
Eppolito was assigned at the time,
and his fingerprints were onthem,
court filings showed.

Mr. Eppolito was suspended
and hit with internal charges, but
he was cleared after a departmen-
tal trial. He claimed in his book
that he had been totally vindi-
cated, saying the case was an ef-
fort by his enemies to set him up.

A federal judge later took the
opposite view, criticizing police of-
ficialsina harsh ruling for whathe
called their “inexplicable failure
to discipline” Mr Eppolito in 1985
“after he was caught red-handed
passing confidential police docu-
ments” to Mr. Gambino.

Mr. Eppolito stayed on the job
for nearly five more years, receiv-
ing a promotion and, as a jury
would find, cementing his ties to
organized crime,

Mr. Eppolito and Mr. Caracappa
began their relationship with Mr.
Casso’s circle in 1985. A career
criminal with ties to Mr. Casso
hired them that year tokill a Long
Island jeweler to keep him from
testifying in an EB.L inquiry.

The detectives used a confiden-
tial police databaseto find the jew-
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Mr. Eppolito during his trial in 2006 on charges that he and another officer carried out killings.

eler’s home address, the type of
car he drove and his license plate
number. They pulled him over and
asked him to come to the precinct
station house.

Instead, they took him to a
building in Brooklyn, where Mr.
Caracappa and another man
killed him. Mr. Eppolito acted as a
lookout.

It was the first of the eight
killings they would participate in
over the next several years on Mr.
Casso’s orders. They received
$4,000 a month and up to $65,000
for individual murders, prosecu-
tors said.

The other victims included a
Brooklyn man gunned down mis-
takenly because he had the same
name as a rival of Mr. Casso’s; a
Luchese gangster; two Gambino
soldiers; and two F.B.I. informers.

The City of New York ultimately
paid $18.4 million to settle wrong-
ful death lawsuits filed by the rela-
tives of seven of the eight men
killed by Mr. Eppolito and Mr.
Caracappa.

Another $9.9 million — a record

payout at the time for the city —
went to a man who spent 19 years
ofa 20-year sentence in prison be-
fore his murder conviction was
overturned, after evidence
emerged that Mr. Eppolito had
framed him.

Along with his wife, Mr. Eppoli-
to’s survivors include three chil-

By age 10, he was
Joining his father on
bookmaking rounds.

dren, Andrea, Deanna and Antho-
ny; four grandchildren; and a sis-
ter. A son from his first marriage,
Louis Jr., hadlong been estranged
from his father but was a regular
presence at his trial.

Mr. Eppolito and Mr. Caracappa
also fed Mr. Casso the names of
people who were cooperating with
the government, as well as infor-

mation about active investiga-
tions and pending indictments.

Mr. Casso, hoping to enter the
witness protection program, first
identified Mr. Eppolito and Mr.
Caracappa as working for him af-
ter he was arrested in 1993. But he
was deemed an unreliable wit-
ness, and no charges were filed
against the detectives.

By then, though, there was a
cloud over them. Mr. Eppolito re-
tired to a gated community in Las
Vegas on a police pension, pub-
lished his book and started a mov-
ie career that included bit parts in
“Goodfellas,” “Predator 2" and
“Lost Highway.”

It all came to a halt when he and
Mr. Caracappa, who had moved in
across the street from Mr. Ep-
polito, were arrested in Las Vegas
in 2005.

The two men maintained their
innocence until their deaths. Ms.
Eppolito did the same on her hus-
band’s behalf on Wednesday, al-
though she acknowledged, “There
is nothing I'm going to say that is
going to change public opinion.”

Marie Laforét, 80, French Star With the ‘Golden Eyes’

By ANITA GATES

Marie Laforét, the French ac-
tress and singer known in Europe
as “the girl with the golden eyes”
(“la fille aux yeux d’or”), died on
Saturday in Genolier, Switzerland,
a small town in the Nyon district
north of Geneva. She was 80.

The death was announced by
her family.

Ms. Laforét appeared in some
35 feature films, as well as numer-
ous television movies and mini-se-
ries, but her music career was
even more successful than her
work onscreen, She sold more
than 35 million records, counting
among her biggest hits “Vendan-
ges "'Amour,” “Ivan, Boris et Moi,”
“Viens, Viens” and “Il A Neigé sur
Yesterday” (“It Has Snowed on
Yesterday”), a 1977 tribute to the
Beatles. Her songs were strongly
influenced by folk music, and she
even recorded versions of Ameri-
can folk songs, including “House
of the Rising Sun.”

Ms. Laforét came from “a bour-
geois milieu” and a family that
was passionate about music, she
said in a 2008 interview with the
French newsmagazine VSD (Ven-
dredi Samedi Dimanche). “The
tea was brought on a silver platter
at 5 p.m.,” she recalled, adding:
“My parents used the formal ad-
dress ‘vous.! My mother changed
for dinner.”

But her early years included
considerable trauma.

Maiténe Marie Brigitte Doume-
nach was born on Oct. 5, 1939, in
Soulac-sur-Mer, France, a seaside
resort town north of Bordeaux.
Her parents, Jean Doumenach, a
manufacturer, and Marie-Louise
(Saint Guily) Doumenach, had
one other daughter.

Marie Laforét made her film debut at 19 in “Purple Noon,”
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leased in 1960, alongside Maurice Ronet, left, and Alain Delon.

At 3, Maiténe suddenly stopped
speaking. More than three dec-
ades later, Ms. Laforét revealed
publicly that she had been raped
by a neighbor that year, more than
once, while her father was in a

Her oeuvre included
35 films, as well as
numerous TV movies
and mini-series.

German prisoner-of-war camp.
She was deeply affected for dec-
ades, and it was suggested in vari-
ous articles that she later turned
to acting because it offered ca-
tharsis. She agreed.

At the end of World War II,

Maiténe’s father returned and the
family moved, first to Valenci-
ennes, in the north of France, and
then to Paris. She attended Lycée
Jean de La Fontaine, in the
wealthy 16th Arrondissement,
where she became interested in
drama.

Forawhile, she talked about be-
coming a nun. But when she en-
tered a radio talent contest in 1959
(filling in for her sister at the last
minute), she won and was discov-
ered by the director Louis Malle.

Ms. Laforét was signed to ap-
pear in Malle’s next film, but that
project fell through. Instead she
made her film debut, at 19, in “Pur-
ple Noon” (“Plein Soleil”), a movie
released in 1960 based on a Patri-
cia Highsmith novel about a hand-
some, homicidal young con man.
She starred opposite Alain Delon
as a rich girl living in Italy, later
played by Gwyneth Paltrow in
“The Talented Mr Ripley” the

1999 American film, starring Matt
Damon, based on the same novel.
Ms. Laforét’s second film,
“Saint-Tropez Blues” (1961),
which she sang the title song, led
to her career as a vocalist. Her
third, “The Girl With the Golden
Eyes” (1961), gave her a lifelong
professional nickname. (Her eyes
were actually yellow-green.)

When that film opened in New
York the next year, it led the critic
Bosley Crowther of The New York
Times to evaluate French cine-
ma’s latest direction, the Nouvelle
Vague, or New Wave, He declared
the picture “beautifully pho-
tographed” but said that it
seemed to hit “the jackpot of in-
tentional obscurity” Happily, he
found Ms. Laforét “haunting.”

Ms. Laforét left France for
Switzerland in 1978 and ran an art
gallery in Geneva for three years.
She remained in her adopted
country for the rest of her life, but
did return to the entertainment in-
dustry.

In the 1980s and '90s, she ap-
peared in films, television movies
and mini-series. [n 2005, she gave
a sold-out concert tour of France,
She played Maria Callas onstage
in Terrence McNally’s “Master
Class” twice, in 2000 and 2008.

Her final screen appearances
were in “God’s Offices” (“Les Bu-
reaux de Dieu”), a 2008 film about
social workers and pregnant
women, and “Dispositif 47 — the
Second Death” (2010), a short that
also starred Jeanne Moreau.

Ms. Laforét was married and di-
vorced five times. Her first hus-
band, Jean-Gabriel Albicocco,
whom she married in 1961, was a
filmmaker who directed two of her
early movies., She later married
Judas Azuelos (1965), Alain Kahn-
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Ms. Laforét in 1972. Her music career was even more successful
than her work onscreen. She sold more than 35 million records.

Sriber (1971), Pierre Meyer (1980)
and Eric De Lavendevra (1990).
Her survivors include two
daughters, Lisa Azuelos, a French
filmmaker, and Eve-Marie-Deb-
ora Kahn-Sriber; a son, Mehdi-
Jean-Abraham Azuelos; and sev-

eral grandchildren.

Le Monde wrote in its obituary
that Ms. Laforét was “modest,
snobbish and cheeky, all at the
same time, with a corrosive sense
of humor;” quoting her as saying
that sheloved “anguished people.”
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BARTON—Catherine A.,
PhD, died on November &
2019. Catherine served as a
teacher, principal and super-
intendent of fthe schools at
West Point for her entire 30
year career. Beloved daugh-
ter of the late George and
Margaret (nee MclLaughlin)
Barton, Dear sister of the late
Margaret Dooner, George T.
Barfon, Sr. and John J. Bar-
ton. Cherished aunt of Mary
T. Barton, Margaret Connor,
George T. Barion, Jr., John J.
Dooner, Gerard Dooner and
the lcte George Dooner.
Adored great-aunt of Liom
and Mary Kate Connor. The
family will receive friends on
Friday, November 8 at
Joseph Duffy Funeral Home,
255 91h Street, Broaklyn, NY,
from 2-5pm and 7-9om. The
Mass of Christion Burial
be celebrated on Saturday,
November 9. al 9:45am at Sf.
Augustine RC Church, 116 6th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. Infer-
ment will follow af S5t. Charles
Cemetery, Farmingdale, NY.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Fordhom
University Graduate School
of Education or St. Augustine
RC Church, Brooklyn, NY'.

CASPLER—ROY,

age 94, of New Rochelle, N,
possed away peacefully on
November 7, 2019. Roy is
survived by his loving wife of
&6 vears, Leone; his devoted
daoughters Morgurel Clancl
Denise

Caspler; grundchlldren Reb—
ecca and Amanda Cianci,
Daniel and Honnah Tahara.
In lieu of flowers, please do-
nate o The New York Botani-
cal Garden, Caspler Family
Fund, aftn: Lisa Sifre.

Deaths
Barton, Catherine Minzer, Leonard Scardino, Joseph
Caspler, Roy Reardacn, Thomas  Schur, Jonet
Evan, Uri Rosenkranz, Sol
Haffman, Lorna Sadao, Shoijl
EVAN—Ur] MINZER Leonard, M.

rl.
The Harmonie Club notes
with sorrow the possing of
our honored member Mr. Uri
M. Ewvan. We extend our
heartfelt condolences to the
entire family.

The Harmonie Club

HOFFMAN—Lorna
Felaman,

86 years old, of Boco Raton
Florida, and formerly of Islip,
NY, passed away on Novem-
ber 6, 2019, after a year long
battle with cancer, surround-
ed by her loving family. Lor-
na was born on Jonuary 14,
1933, in Brooklyn, New York,
to Philip and Dorothy Feld-
man. On August 22, she cele-
brated 65 years of marriage
to her wonderful husband, Dr.
Gerry Hoffman. Their child-
ren. Sharon (Mark)., Doug
(Debbie), Linda (Brian) and
their many grandchildren
were the true lights of her life.
Generous and loving, Lorna
brightened the lives of all
who had the privilege of
knowing her. Her family re-
quests thaf donations in her
memory made to the
Boca West Cancer Chapter of
the Pap Corps. papcorps.org.
The funeral will be held on
Friday, November 8, at Guf-
termans Funeral Home in
Boca Raton at 1 o'clock in the
afterncon.

D.
Medical $taft  of
Mulmonldes Medical Center
is deeply saddened by fthe
death of Dr. Leonard Minzer.
He was an internist with the
Department of Medicine at
Maimoenides Medical Cenfer
for over 45 years. He was
a wvery coring man and
always had o smile for
whoever he came info con-
tact with. He will be sorely
missed by all his colleagues,
patients and friends. Sincere
condolences are extended to
his entire fomily.
Edward Chapnick, MD, Pres;
Harry Adler, MD, Pres-Elect;
Manica Ghitan, MD, Secy;
Juan Kupferman, MD, Treas;
George Neiderman, MD,
Past-Pres

REARDAON—Thomas
Francls,

December 11, 1941 - Septem-
ber 10, 2019. Funeral services
will be held this Sunday, No-
vember 10th, at the Lighi-
house Mortuary (formerly
the Rice Mortuary) at 5310
Torrance Blvd, Torrance, CA
90503 (viewing 9- 1; service 1-
2; reception 2-4). At a later
date, there will a 2nd funeral
in Massachusets along with a
burial _nearby his mother,
Jane C. Reardon, in Massa-
chusefs at St. Mary's Cemete-
ry, 203 Southampton Road.
Westfield, Mass 01085,

ROSENKRANZ—Sol.
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Sol Rosenkranz, died atf the
age of 101 on Sunday, Octo-
ber 27th at his home on West
End Avenue in Manhattan.
Born in Grabaw, Poland, on
February 16, 1918, Sol was a
Holocaust survivor who lived
through the ravages of six
Nozi Jabor camps wntil his
liberation in Theresienstact.
Sol met his wife, Sala (Sally)
Kuperwaosser, in Bergen-
Belsen and after sefiling in
New York, he starfed a slip-
cover business in Brooklyn.
Years loter he opened alarge
leather weor factory in New
York's garment disirict. Sol
and Sally refired to Los An-
geles in 1974 where he volun-
teered at the Simon Wiese-
nthal Center for fthirteen
vears. Upon Sally's death In
1996, Sol relocated to the Up-
per West Side of Manhattan
and for more than twenty
vears was an active gallery
educator at the Museum of
Jewish Heritage in Baftery
Pork. where a large-scale
photo of him, along with ofh-
er survivors' portraits, graces

Deaths Deaths Deaths
SADAO—sho|l. museum director, author, he
the facade of the museum. I is best known for his collabor-
Sol educated fens of thou- ations with Buckminster Ful-
sands of visitors of all ages, | = e ler and Isamu Noguchi. Sadao

races and religions about the
Shoah, providing an irrefu-
table fale of his personal iour-
ney during the war. His fami-
Iy of nine members wos deci-
mated. Only one brother,
Henry, survived. Sol is sur-
vived by his son, Joel
Rosenkranz (companion Hel-
en Nitkin), daughter, Rita
Rosenkranz (companion
Mort Rosen), and his grand-
son, Daniel Rosenkranz. He
was predeceased by his son
Melvin  Rosenkranz  and
daughter-in-law, Brigitte
Maurer (Daniel's parents).
He is also survived by his
nieces Soroh Goldstein and
Frances Rosenkranz and
their families, and his niece
Eva Grubler-Vargas and her
family. After Sally's death in
1996, Sal married a close fa-
mily friend. Charloffe Sher-
man, in , and their mar-
riage lasted “until her death
two vears later. Sol is sur-
vived by Charlotte's loving
children, Abby Cook, Hope
Jones, and Glen Sherman
and their families. Sol was a
singular man whose passion
for purpose, innate optimism,
moral compass, quiet dignity
and irrepressible  memory
proved inspiring to his family,
his shul, his museum, and so
many others. Donations in his
memory may be sent fo: The
Museumn of Jewish Heritage,
36 Battery Place, New York,
NY 10280. Please note on
check - Sol Rosenkranz and
Family Fund.

The Board of Trustees and
staff of The Isamu Noguchi

Foundation  and rden
Museum mourn the passing
of Shoii Sadoo, a vital force
in the world of architecture
and design and a crucial col-
laboratar of Isamu Noguchi.
Shoji worked closely on the
design and consfruction of
The Noguchi Museumn, the
realization of Moerenuma
Park, in Sapporo, Japan, and
countless other projects. An
Honorary Life Trustee of the
Museum, he served oas
Executive Director of the
Isamu Noguchi  Foundation
from 1989 to 2003. His lifelona
dedication and contributions
ta our museum and to furth-
ering the legacy of Isamu
Noguchi were immeasurable.
He will be profoundly missed.
‘We extend our deepesi con-
dolences io his beloved wife
Tsuneko.

SADAO—sholl.

92 a New York City resident
since 1959, recently of Tokyo,
died November 3. Archifect,

served as the founding Direc-
tor of the The Noguchi
Museum from 1989 fo 2003
and was alifetime trustee. He
is survived by his wife of 47
vears, Tsuneko Sadao of To-
kvo, sister Masako Asawa of
Fullerton. brother Frank Sa-
dao of Huntington Beach,
nieces Elizabeth Asawa of
Brooklyn, Ellen Chew of Pa-
sadena, Amy Sodao of Phi-
ladelphia, and nephew Jahn
Sadao of Plava Vista. In To-
kyo, nephew Kenii Kagomi
and niece Akiko Yamashita.
They are joined in sorrow by
the children of half-sister and
husband the lafe Fuiive and
Ben Nishimuro: Richard Nish-
imuro, Lily Jew, the late irene
Ryan, and James Nishimuro.
Private funeral in Tokvo will
be followed by a public me-
morial in New York City in
the spring of 2020. In lieu of
flowers, please consider do-
nations fo The Naguchi
Museum and The Tsuneko
and Shoii Sodoo Lecture Se-
ries at Japan Society.

SCARDINO—Joseph M.D.,
of Great Neck, NY on No-
vember 3rd, 2019 at the age of
94. Beloved husband of Sa-
relle. Cherished father of
Joseph (deceased), Michael
and Christopher. Loving step-
fmher 1o Howard and An-

rew. Devoted grandfather
N:\ Katherine and Olivia. Ful-
filling career as a psychiatrist
and mentor to many in the
field. Worked until 81 years of
oge. Visiting being held of
Riverside-Nassau North Cha-
pel (Dignity Memorial) locat-

ed ot 55 N0r1h Slallon Pluzu,
Great Neck,

day, November 'IO 20]9 Vls
ing 2-4pm and 7-9pm. Service
at  Riverside-Nassau  North
Chapel at 10am on Monday.
Novermnber 11th, 2019 at 10
am. Inferment ot Locust
Valley Cemetery following
service.

SCHUR—JanetE.,

age 94, died on November 2
2019. She was an avid trave-
ler, humanitarian, and lover
of art and nature. She will be
deeply missed. She is sur-
vived by her daughter, Lisa
schur, son-inlaw, Douglos
Kruse, niece. Michelle Link,
and great-niece,  Madison
Link. Funeral services will be
held ai “"The Riverside” at
76th St. and Amsterdam
Avenue on Sunday, Navemn-
ber 10th at 11:30am.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF DEATHS MAY
BE TELEPHONED FROM WITHIN
NY.C. TO (212] 566-3000; OR OUT-
SIDE NY.C. TO TOLL FREE 1-800-
458-5522; OR SUBMITTED ONLINE
AT ADVERTISING,NYTIMES,COM
(SELEGT "IN MEMORIAM™) FOR THE
FOLLOWING EDITIONS:

through Saturday editisns
:00 PM. on Friday for Suncay's
Natlonwide Edition. unl 12:45 FM
Salurday for Sunday's New Yark Re-
gion edition, until 200 PM. Sunday
for Monday's aditions.Photos must
be submitted by noon the day prior
10 publication Tuasday through Fri-
day. Photos for Saturday, Sunday
and Monday must be submitted by
12 ncon on Friday.
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