






















About “I Become a Nisei” In May of 1942, as the internment of Japanese-Americans in the 
Western United States unfolded, Isamu Noguchi voluntarily entered Poston War Relocation 
Center in Arizona. DeWitt Wallace (co-founder, with his wife Lila, of Reader’s Digest)—at the 
urging of Noguchi’s friend Helen Richards—offered him the then enormous sum of $1,200  
(plus expenses) to write an exclusive article on the “Japanese evacuation camps situation”  
for the magazine. Noguchi responded with this moving account of the Nisei (first generation 
Japanese-Americans), which he dubbed “a generation of transition” and “a middle people  
with no middle ground.” At its best, the essay rises to the idealistic level of rhetorical 
self-examination of the finest American political philosophy. The opening lines, “To be hybrid 
anticipates the future. This is America, the nation of all nationalities,” would not be out  
of place on our currency. Delivered very late, after the question of the camps had somewhat 
subsided—and, as Noguchi admits in related correspondence, in an entirely different form  
than originally agreed—it went unpublished at the time.
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